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Putting free books in the hands of children. 
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OUR MISSION:

We believe the power of literacy transforms the lives of children, their families and
communities for the better.

Books Are Wings (BAW) seeks to provide every child with regular access to books. BAW
works to engage students in their classrooms, at school functions, community events,
and playgrounds. We believe that offering books to children in different environments
instills a consistent message that reading is not just school work - it’s a way of life!

OUR VISION:

BOARD OFFICERS FY 2023:
Chair: Nancy Serpa, IT Program Manager, M&A Integrations, Sensata Technologies
Vice-Chair: Dora Garcia, Sr. Business Manager, Cox Business
Secretary: Debra Westgate-Silva, Freelance grant writer and children's author, The Write Help
Treasurer: Amy Gerhard, Communications and Marketing Professional

BOARD MEMBERS
Carlene Fonseca, Associate Director, Feinstein School of Public Service at Providence College
Mary Halpin, Executive Coach/HR consultant, Mary Halpin Consulting
Jessica Krywosa, Advancement Committee Chair, Vice President, Digital Strategy, Bristol County
Savings Bank
Linda Lulli, Governance Committee Chair, HR Consultant and Leadership Coach 
Sue Oppenheimer, Past Board Chair
Susan M Pires, Esq., Law Offices of Susan M Pires 
Deanna San Antonio, CPA, MST, Senior Manager, Tax Services Group, KLR
Andra Shea, Children’s Literacy Partner
Pam Vogel, Past Board Chair

In 2023, we reached 21,063 young readers through our programs.
As many of you may know, 61% of children from under-resourced
households have no books at all in their homes. Books Are Wings
addresses this by building the home libraries of children in
Rhode Island communities. I’m so proud to be a part of an
organization that provides a vital service for young people.
Together, we can transform the lives of children and their
families for the better through the power of literacy. 

I am looking forward to seeing all that we can accomplish
together in the coming year! 

A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

mailto:sueopp@gmail.com
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Books Are Wings
By The Numbers 2023

10 Books Spots Maintained
From parks, to schools, to community gathering places, we
stocked and maintained these free-standing little free
libraries with high quality books that are reflective of the
communities we serve.

57,005 Total Books Distributed
Through all of our programming and partnerships, we
delivered thousands of books into communities across RI.
Kids who might not have books at home, now have access.

87,552 Books Donated
Our community’s generosity kept our programs running
and our shelves stocked. Through book drives, donations
through our wishlist and more, they showed up for us!

109 Community Programs
When we can meet families where they are, we remove
barriers to getting books into the hands of young readers.
Through school events, summer learning programs and more
we ensured that books were readily available for families.

56 Schools Served
From Tale Mail programming at early childhood centers to
school programs like Books All Year at elementary schools,
we partnered with schools across RI to get books into the
hands of kids.



RHODE ISLAND
Books Are Wings primarily serves children and families in Rhode
Island’s four core cities through our school programs: Central Falls,
Pawtucket, Providence and Woonsocket.*

IN PAWTUCKET, WE SERVED 2,513 CHILDREN 0-12:
56.6% of students are economically disadvantaged 
18.4% are multilingual learners 
18% achieved ELA proficiency

IN PROVIDENCE, WE SERVED 6,717 CHILDREN 0-12:
81.7% of students are economically disadvantaged
36.3% are multilingual learners
16.6% achieved proficiency in English Language Arts

WHO WE SERVE IN

REFERENCES:
*Data sourced from RIDE Report Card (https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/202223/StateProfile)
BAW data (youth served) represents calendar year 2023
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IN CENTRAL FALLS, WE SERVED 612 CHILDREN 0-12:
95.3% of students are economically disadvantaged
46.8% are multilingual learners 
7.7% achieved proficiency in English Language Arts

IN WOONSOCKET, WE SERVED 304 CHILDREN 0-12:
72.8% of students are economically disadvantaged
15.1% are multilingual learners
12.4% achieved proficiency in English Language Arts

https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/202223/StateProfile


RHODE ISLAND
Continued...

WE ALSO SERVED 9,872 CHILDREN ACROSS RHODE ISLAND: 
46.1% are economically disadvantaged
12.5% are multilingual learners
35.1% achieved proficiency in English Language Arts

WHO WE SERVE IN

REFERENCES:
*Data sourced from RIDE Report Card (https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/202223/StateProfile)
BAW data (youth served) represents calendar year 2023
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IN OTHER RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES WE SERVED 1,045 CHILDREN 0-12:
46.1% are economically disadvantaged
12.5% are multilingual learners
35.1% achieved proficiency in English Language Arts

Who we reach through community partnerships and events: 

https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/202223/StateProfile


We are funded by the generosity of individual donors,
organizations and foundations. Our work would not be
possible without their support.

*Indicates organization, business and foundation gifts. 
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<$100

OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Rena Abeles
Aaron Aguiar
Alison Aguiar
Khalil Al-Amir
Linda Allen
Mark Antoniak
Betsy Balmer
Darlene Bell
Jo-Anne Bellemer
Brittany Bezok
Aimee Bowen
Phyllis & Jay R. Buckley
Mary Cantone
Michelle Carr
S. Robert & Margo Chiappinelli
Andrea Chin
Kelly Clifton
Denise & Gary Collins
Sandra Costa
Nancy Cuccoli
Mary Curtin
COX Media*     
Evelina Da
Amy Daley
Richard Davia
Suzette DeCastro
Cathy DeLuca

Linda DeSanto
Michaela Deuse
Kacey Dillier
Arlene M. DiSalvo
Susan Dunnington
Stacy Emanuel
Pierre & Denise Emond
Elizabeth Faria
Deirdre Fearon
Darlene Ferland
Carlene Fonesca
Mary Fox
Jane Ellen Fusco
Michaell Gallegos
Joy Geysen
Matthew Giebert
Catherine Gilligan
Elizabeth Goodermote
Celine & Michael Goodson
Janine Greenwood
Michelle Grove
Alexis Gutierrez
Megan Haggarty
Jamie Harrower
Janet A. Blaess Holmes
Elyse Hulse
Donato & Jean Infante



<$100 CONTINUED
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Nina & Todd Insler
Eric Jacobson
Jill Jacobson
Michelle Joseph
Gregory K.
Khadija Lewis Khan
Kids Klub, Inc.*                
Pamela Fairbanks Kirkpatrick
Pat LaChance
Jonny Lema
Leah Lovgren
Heather Low
Deborah M. Lynch
Gregory & Patricia Mack
Heather Malo
Peter Mancuso
Emily Markovitz
Jenny Masur
Mary & Don McClure
Julie McCoy
Isaac McCoy
Cathy McElroy
Elizabeth & Patrick McGann
Elizabeth McGann
James McGuinness
Emily McHugh
Carole McIntosh
Mark McKenney
Maryanne & Richard Messier
Iryna Mogilevich
Kendra D. Morales
Ann Moskol
Robert Muller
Ray Murphy
Dorothy M. O'Gara

Elissa O’Brien
Timothy OHara
Alexandra Papitto
Louise Pastore
Arlene Pearson
A.K. Petry Ph.D.
Maureen Philbin
Pilgrim Company*       
Michele Pinault
Melissa Pinheiro
Arthur Plitt
Cheryl Pokraka
Samantha Polon
Betsey Quigley
Marcia Quigley
Cynthia Ragona
Jane Richard
Kathleen Rose
Kayla Rosen
Laura Saccoccio
Catherine Saunders
Sensata Technologies Foundation*
Jeffrey & Nancy C. Schreck
Robert Shaw
Margaret Slader
Maggie Slane
Mary Louise Slicker
Jennifer Smith
Sheri Smith
Rachel Spaulding
Stop & Shop     
Kimberly Stad
Donna Tannous
Kati Tineo
Tiffany Townsend



Anne E. Durham
Charles Dwyer
Monica Dzialo
Marilyn R. Edwards
Aileen Ferraro
Sarah Fessler
Janet A. Feyler
Finlay Extracts & Ingredients USA, Inc*
Susan Palmer Gaunt
Cynthia Gavin
Anne R. Gehrenbeck-Shim
Amy Gerhard
Pam Gibson
Lisa Girard
Jill Glickman
Bonnie Gorman
Lisa Guillette
Constance Hamilton
David & Jane Hannon
Roland Harper
Jason & Meg Harry
Neile Maloney Hartman
Roger Hatch
Carissa Hill
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Susan Tuttle
Amie Vanderminden
Michael Watkinson
Alyce Wright
Craig & Kathy Zamoida

$100 TO $249

Marie Aguiar
Scott Anderson
Kenneth Anderson
Jenifer Arden
Amanda Babson
Lori A. Basilico
Leslie Bauer
Marilyn Bierden
James Bierden
Deborah & Bill Block
Jennifer Courtney Bourns
Patricia M. Brady
Peter Carlson
Chenelle S. Chin
Sheila C. Christensen
Molly Clark
Mary-Ann & Dan Connor
Denise E. Cornwall
Julia Cosentino
Megan Dennen
Kirsten DiChiappari
Colleen Dickson
Susan Dixon
Jan Dunn

<$100 CONTINUED



Melissa Husband
The Arnold and Kathleen Isaacs 
    Gift Fund*
Karen Klingon
MaryKay Koreivo
Margaret Lamb
Richard Lappin
Ethan Lippman
Donna Logan
Linda Loiselle
Kathy Mandel
Sarah A. Garcia Mata
Patricia & Robert McGreen
Anne Miller
Sarah M. Morenon
Jim and Carolyn Moy
Carolyn Moy
Kenneth Nordstrom
Tricia S. O'Neil
David Oppenheimer
Cristiana Ordonez
Bishnu Panigrahi
Susan Plungis
Providence College Friarside 
    Readers Book Club*
Therese Quigley
Robert Quigley
Dawn & Manuel Alta Rehrig
Lauren Reppucci
Marlene Roberti
Suzette Roberts
Deb Robidoux
Jay and Judith Rosenstein 
    Family Fund*
Bonnie A. Ryvicker
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$100 TO $249 CONTINUED
Monica & Frank Schaberg
Martha & David Schwartz
Karen Seiler
Karen Seitler
Thomas Serpa
Els Shine
Benjamin Silva
Alicia & Matthew Silva
Mary G.P. Small
Diane & Bill Smith
Caroline Stinziano
Brian Stubbs
Melissa Studzinski
Lisa Talbot
Julius L. Tancinco
Jacquelyn Tarnoff
Lonice Thomas
Barbara J. Thornton
E. Jill Tobak
Frances C. Trafton
Pearl Vogel
Margery Welch
Vance & Judith Westgate
Jane Williams
Julia C. Wyman
Myrth York
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Anonymous Fund at the Rhode 
    Island Foundation*
Margaret Bierden
Anne Ciresi
Mary Clark
Robert Donald
Christopher Dorr
Rebecca Garfield
Peter Hurowitz

$250 TO $499
J & K Gratitude Fund*
Jessica Krywosa
Richard Lappin
Sandra Mazo
Susan Roarke
Joyce Ruppell
John Silva
Dora Garcia

$500 TO $999

April M. Arruda
Elisabeth C. Carter
Elizabeth Dennigan
DiSanto Priest & Co.*                  
John Geysen
Gary Lulli
Tim Martin
Judy Matt

Keryn & James Mckeon
Sam Obstfeld
John and Jessica Pinkos Family Fund* 
Deanna San Antonio
Nancy Serpa
Andra Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Uritescu
Debra Westgate-Silva

$1,000 +

The Baker Family Giving Fund*            
Thomas Barry
Cox Communications*             
Mary Halpin
Suzanne Oppenheimer
Rotary Club of Woonsocket*                 

State of Rhode Island* 
Pamela Vogel
Lucinda Wilmot
Robert D. Wray Charitable Trust* 
Vax Gives Back Fund at the Rhode Island 
    Foundation* 



$2,500 +
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Bristol County Savings Charitable 
    Foundation*       
Dollar General Literacy Foundation*                
IGT*       
John Clarke Trust*       
Linda Lulli

$10,000 +

$5,000 +

Ocean State Charities Trust* 
Rhode Island Foundation* 
Rhode Island Young Accountants Network  
    (RIYAN)* 
The Richard M Schulze Family Foundation* 

Centreville Bank*
City of Pawtucket School Department*
MacMillan Family Foundation*
Papitto Opportunity Connection*
The Nordson Corporation Foundation*
RI Energy/PPL Foundation*

Bank Rhode Island*
The Champlin Foundation*
Collette Travel Service Inc*.
Cox Business*
Forest Foundation*
June Rockwell Levy Foundation*



*Indicates donors that donated more than 100 books.

Nicole Abrunza
Melody Allen
Jen Amaral
American Federation of 
    Teachers*      
Anonymous     
Ashton School*                 
BankRI*                  
Megan Bell
Bellani Maternity*           
Jo-Anne Bellemer*
Luke Berthelot*
Lisa Bigney*
Bishop Feehan                
Books on the Square
Anne-Marie Bora
Steven Borowick
Robert Britto*
Marisa Brynes
Audrey Buffi
Anne Ciresi
Mark and Laura Cetillia
Citizen's Bank*                  
Anna Clancy*
Molly Clark*
Amanda Cleveland
Collette Travel*                 
Gianna Colonna*
Community School*    
Cumberland Moms*    
Ellen and Charlie Curran*
Maureen D'Haene
Davies Tech*

Jarrett Dapirer
Jennifer Deming
Errol Denehy
Emilie Depaula
Helena DeSanti*
Colleen Dickson
East Side Nursery School*       
Edgewood Elementary*              
Shari Elice*
Empowerment Factory*              
Deneen  Eugenio
Lucy Ferreira
Finlay's*                 
Dorothy Fobert
French American School*         
Dawn Friedkin
Hilary Friedman*
Dora Garcia*
Amy Gerard
Gilbane*                
Jill Glickman
Amy Greene
Melissa Hamlin
Harry Kizirian Elementary*       
Aaron Hawley
Judith Hoffman
Cheryl Houston
Bob Huseby*
Nicole Jones
Brittany Keefe
Kickimuit Middle School*          
KLR Accounting Olympics  
MaryKay Koreivo

OUR BOOK DONORS
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*Indicates donors that donated more than 100 books.
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OUR BOOK DONORS, CONTINUED

Susan Labrie
Kathleen Leavenworth
Spencer Lewis
Kristin Lombardi*
Leah Lovegren
Ra'shya Lovett
Linda S. Lulli
Martin Middle School*                 
Valerie Mazika
Meadowbrook Farms Elementary     
Rosemary Mede
Claire Messina
Metcalf Elementary*    
Movement Mortgage: The Dellemonico 
    Team           
Margaret Neubauer*
Melissa Obstfeld
Our Lady of Mercy School*      
Peace Dale Elementary*            
Penfield School*              
Frank J. Pensabene
Faith Pine*
Portsmouth Library*     
Matthew Quinn*
Quota Club of Pawtucket*        
Karen Rice
RIYAN Group   
Jill Robbins
Marlene Roberti
Julia R. Robinson
Scott Rothman
Deanna San Antonio
Piya Sarawgi
Saylesville Meeting House* 

Marti Schwartz
Sensata* 
Nancy Serpa
Amy E. Smith
Barbara Smith
South Kingstown Parks and Recreation* 
Chief Will Squires*
Amy Stack
Janine Stewart
Lisa Stone
Carissa Tillinghast
Tanya Tran*
Mary Tucker
Lisa Vaillancourt
Jeffrey Vale
Jill Van Leestern
Pam Vogel*
Mary Wagley Copp
Warwick Library* 
Washington Trust* 
Weaver Library* 
Meg Welsh*
Lisa Wentzell
Westerly Credit Union 
The Wheeler School Volunteer Club* 
Rebecca Wild-Wesley
Jordyn Willey
The Wolfe School* 
Women United* 
Jill Woodcome*
Woonsocket Rotary* 
Yale New haven Health Northeast 
    Medical Group*
YMCA 
Bridget Z.



Assets Total $

Cash $69,211

Grants Receivable -

Pledges Receivable -

Prepaid Expenses -

Inventory $19,585

Property and Equipment (Net of
related accumulated depreciation)

$15,749

Total Assets $106,160

Net Assets Total $

Without Donor Restrictions $84,199

With Donor Restrictions $21,961

Total Net Assets $106,160

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $106,160
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2023 STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  B o o k s
A r e  W i n g s  a r e  c o m p i l e d  b y  G o l d e n ,

G o r m l y  &  C o m p a n y  L t d .  A  c o p y  o f  t h e
c o m p l e t e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  c a n

b e  f o u n d  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t
w w w . b o o k s a r e w i n g s . o r g
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